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BOOK NOTICES. 

On the Distribution of Rain over the British Isles during the year ipoj. 
Compiled by Hugh Robert Mill. 8vo. London, 1904. pp. 300. 

British Rainfall, which is the more familiar title of this volume, 
is the most important and most complete regular publication on 
rainfall issued in any country. For many years compiled by Mr. 
G. J. Symons, it has, since Mr. Sytnons's death, come into the 
hands of Dr. Mill, who is carrying on the British Rainfall Organi- 
zation, is editing Symons' s Meteorological Magazine, and is compiling 
the annual rainfall volume. Dr. Mill is so well known to geo- 
graphers and to meteorologists that there is no need to call atten- 
tion to the good fortune which has brought him to his present 
position at the head of the British Rainfall Organization, which is, 
in many respects, a unique meteorological body in the world. 

British Rainfall for 1903 contains several entirely new sections, 
although the original plan of the volume has been kept without 
interference. The year 1903 having been one of abnormal rainfall 
in the British Isles, the present volume is of unusual interest. The 
number of observers is now nearly four thousand; and as a result 
of the interest of the King, the rainfall records at Balmoral and 
Sandringham are now sent in regularly to Dr. Mill, and a new 
gauge has been set up at Buckingham Palace. Mr. H. Sowerby 
Wallis, who was associated in the work of the Rainfall Organiza- 
tion with the late Mr. Symons, and afterwards with Dr. Mill, has 
now retired altogether. A new section dealing with the duration 
of rainfall has been introduced. The special articles deal with 
"The Three Wettest Years of British Rainfall," of which 1903 was 
one, and with "The Daily Rainfall of June, 1903." At Camden 
Square, London, the rain began at 1 p. m. on June 13, and con- 
tinued without a moment's intermission until 11.30 p. m. on the 
15th— a total duration of 58^ hours, yielding a total fall of 3.44 
ins. This one long-drawn-out shower of nearly three days' dura- 
tion accounted for 53$ of the duration and 53$ of the amount of the 
month's rain. The remarkable feature of the three-days' rain was 
that it was practically continuous at the average rate of .001 in. 
per minute for the whole time. We are particularly pleased with 
the discussion of "Heavy Rains on Rainfall Days in 1903," in 
which each remarkable case of a widespread fall is illustrated by a 
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map, and cordially agree with Dr. Mill that these- charts "will 
ultimately prove of great value in discussing the distribution of 
heavy rains in relation to thunderstorms and cyclonic movements." 
The emphasis on the cyclonic unit in the discussion of rainfall 
amounts and distribution is certain to increase in the future, as the 
study of climatology concerns itself less with mere monthly and 
annual averages, and deals more with the cyclonic controls of the 
different elements. Discussions of "Rainy Spells in 1903," of 
"Rainy Days in 1903," and of the "Intensity of Daily Rainfall" 
add 17 pages of entirely new matter. Monthly rainfall is con- 
sidered in greater detail than heretofore, and the maps are on a 
larger scale than formerly. 

It is a matter of regret to note that the total amount received 
in subscriptions to the work of the British Rainfall Organization 
has fallen off; for the financial responsibility assumed by Dr. Mill 
is great, and he deserves the heartiest support of his observers, as 
well as of scientific societies and all other persons in any way 
interested in British meteorology. R. DeC. W. 

The Book of Italian Travel (ijSo-ipoo). By H. Neville Maugham. 
Ix and 4jp pp. and four illustrations. London : Grant Richards, 
1903. 

The book consists of selections chosen with much skill from the 
writings of men, many of them famous, who have travelled in Italy 
within the past four centuries. The design is to use this travel- 
literature so as to give the reader a better general idea of Italy 
than he derives from the many specialized books now published. 
The compiler does not attempt to give a complete picture of the 
country, but only to collate such passages from old and modern 
writers as will give a synthesis of the art and character of the 
most typical Italian towns. The plan is carried out with sym- 
pathy and excellent taste. A philosophical introduction by the 
editor opens the way to this gallery of pictures of the glories of 
the classic Peninsula. 

Sweden : Its People and its Industry. Historical and Statistical Hand- 
book, xi and 1141 pp. Many maps and illustrations. Edited by 
Gustav Sundbarg. Published by order of the Government. Stock- 
holm, 1904. 

The English edition of Norway's Handbook of Statistics on the 
cultural and industrial conditions of that country was published 
some time ago, but the similar Handbook of Sweden has only just 



